Post Graduation forum, 10.1.02, Summary of Presentations

Questions? Contact college2003@columbia.edu or visit

www.columbia.edu/cu/cc2003
DEAN JAYNE BROWNELL, Senior Class Center

    -The Senior Class Center is here to help you with getting your degree, to help you with the transition to life after Columbia, and to soothe the uncertainty you may have.  We can check to see if you're on track to graduate, answer any question about courses filling core requirements, and can check your Degree Audit Report (DAR) to make sure everything is okay.  We can also give you general advising for law, medical students, and graduate schools, and we know where to guide you for more in-depth answers.  We're there to handle any and all problems, from stress over academics to general stress.  We can talk to you if you just don't know where else to go.  

    -What we can't do is work with your major--we don't know necessarily if your department has you on track to graduate.  We can't tell you the best grad school for you.  And we can't give you extra graduation tickets.  However, we can work in collaboration with other offices to help you with all your needs and concerns.  

    -We will update you every week with our senior class email.  We will be checking on your degree progress--but this is something you should be doing as well.  We will find solutions to help you graduate if something goes awry at the last minute.  We will send you to the right resources, we will help you with special senior programs, and we are there as general counselors.

SCC--located in Broadway.  

 

 

MEGAN RIGNEY, Pre-Professional Office

    -We are those who specifically deal with pre-law, pre-medical, and pre-health students.  

    -First, the bad news.  If you're planning on going to medical school, the time to get started is over.  However, we work extensively with alumni and will help you through each step of the process.  We will work with you even if you haven't taken a single science course and still want to go to med school.  

    -For the pre-law people, the process is just starting.  In a bad economy, everyone has the same idea--back to school.  Last year, there was a 19% increase in law school apps, 28% increase in NY.  51,000 took the LSAT on October 5th.  You have to decide if law will make you happy.  If it will, come see us as one of our informational sessions.  We have one left on 10/17 at 7:00 in 603 HAM.  The forum will detail what steps you need to take now and will set up a file with us.  You will need us for dean's certification, which some schools require when you're applying to school.  It'll also let you know how you can join our pre-law listserv.  In our office, we have a small library of reference materials--please take advantage of it!

Pre-Pro--located in 403 Lerner

 

 

DEAN ROBERT FURNO, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences

    -In the last year, grad apps rose as well.  Here at Columbia, be assured that if you want to do a Ph.D, don't worry about funding.  90% of those admitted were fully funded, we're hoping to get that to 100%.  What you do have to worry about is getting in.  Last year, out of 5800 applicants, we took 9%, or 257.  Out of that, however, we took 15 from Columbia College, so we are a feeder school.  The deadlines for the most part for either a Ph.D or a M.A. is Jan 3, although for Econ. and Chem., it's Dec. 15.  90% of our class comes straight from getting their bachelor's.  And a word on the Econ. department--it's hard to get into.  900 applicants last year for 13 places.  

    -for grad schools, your GPA is essentially meaningless.  Everyone applying here has a good GPA, otherwise, they wouldn't apply to Columbia.  We care about what courses you got your good grades in.  We care about the letters of recommendation, they have to be from faculty, and strongly advised to get from tenured faculty.  You are trying to convince faculty members judging you to let you into the club of academia.  You also need a statement of purpose tailored to each school.  (500 words or so).  Standardized test scores, a transcript, a writing sample, all are also musts.  

    -To make sure you want to do this, approach the department you're interested in and sit in on graduate courses.  Get a feel for it.  They're different than undergrad courses.  We want to admit academics.  That's what we're in the business of cultivating.  We want to see academic researchers and thinkers.  

GSAS- 107 Low Library

 

 

 

DEAN LAVINIA LORCH, Scholars and Fellowships Office

    -We are very similar to grad schools in that we demand recommendation letters, writing samples, etc.  We will work with you to try and secure you fellowships.  However, be advised, most fellowship application procedures have already completed.  A number of deadlines have passed--but many you are eligible for until the age of 26.  We work with alumni interested in these fellowships and will work with you.  

    -Some fellowships are tied to geographic locations, others are just very prestigious.  800 applied for the Marshall--40 will be accepted.  

    -"Learn through Suffering"--know that the odds are against you, but know that the process is very humbling.  You will need to look inside yourself.  You will have to write multiple drafts.  And you will be better prepared for anything and everything that comes afterwards.  Remember--it is never too late to apply.  There is always something out there, and we will help you look for it.

Scholars and Fellows- 401 Lerner

 

 

 

 

JULIET CARHART, Alumni Affairs

    -There are over 80,000 in the Columbia College Alumnia Association.  This is a network that you can use.  Class Alum often stay connected through a variety of ways.  We will arrange networking nights and ways that you can meet alumni in your field and hopefully use their experiences to help you.  On our website, there is a listing of the myriad of alumni groups out there.  You can contact these groups and talk to them before you graduate.  Be advised that this is the value of your Columbia education--your ability to network and to meet people with whom you share one bond, Columbia.  These resources are available.  If you need help or assistance with this, that's what we're here for.  

Alumni Affairs- 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 917

 

 

 

BRADLEY BLOCH, SEAS-Alumni Association

    -Your link to Columbia is much greater as an alum than as a student.  Remember that alumni are always willing to work with you.  We try to have resources to reach out to current students, but please get in contact with us and talk to us.  We have events that are open to students, for example on October 23rd we will have an event to try to have you seniors meet alumni.  We have dinners during the year for which students get a discounted rate.  No matter what, we will try to help you.  Visit our website and contact us: www.cesaa.org
 

 

DEAN CHRISTOPHER PRATT, Center for Career Education

    -Realize that CCE is here to help you during this difficult time.  First, register with our website and get the CCE manual to finding a job.  The student must be active rather than passive.  There are still 25% of last year's class that is still deciding what they want to do.  You have to be active.  The job market is tough.  There are 30-50% fewer jobs out there.  You need to look at things differently.  Start planning ahead, looking forward and back.  Look outside the norm--we have the Bank of Scotland coming here to recruit next week.  CCE will help you if you come to us.  How will you apply your talents?  We are ready to assist you once you know the answer to that question.  

CCE- East Campus

